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Napoleon's headquarters were at Eylau on the 12th, and,
Bennigsen being now gone from Heilsberg, Soult and Murat
were ordered to follow the other corps towards Eylau.*
Mortier reached Heilsberg from Altkirch, the Guard also was
at Heilsberg. Napoleon, with the mass of his army, was
now nearer to Koenigsberg than Bennigsen, whom he could,
moving on the chord of the arc which the Eussians were
following, by the right bank of the Alle, intercept at
Friedland.

To bring the position up to date, it is necessary to turn
back to the movements of Lestocq and Victor on the Lower
Passarge.f

The latter general, on the 10th, made a general recon-
naissance from Spanden, towards Wusen and Baaxden.
Wusen was abandoned by the Prussians. Heavy artillery
fire at Baarden indicated that they were in force towards
Mehlsack.

On the llth June, Lestocq intercepted a despatch, from
Berthier to Victor, directing the latter to attack the Prussians,
to seize Mehlsack, and to be prepared to march either on
Drewenz and Landsberg, or direct on Koenigsberg.J Seeing
the danger to his left flank, Lestocq, at 3 a,m. on the 12th,
marched his 1st division from Heiligenbeil to Zinten, where
it took position.

During the same night, Victor debouched by the Spanden

is no room for doubt, as Napoleon's order (Oorr. 12,745) is dated Heilsberg,
12th June. It directs Ney to march on Eylau, arid to be rejoined by two
regiments which he had left at Guttstadt At the same time Zayonchek's Poles
were to occupy Guttstadt, now evacuated by the advancing army.

* To Murat, the Emperor wrote that Soult, passing by Landsberg, was sweep-
ing the Prussians before him. Murat was to reconnoitre the country on his right,
by parties, on Bartenstem and Friedland. He was not to disperse his troops,
and was to call in the regiment on his left so as to give him more troops for
his right.

t Dwmas, xviii. 284; Hcepfner, lii. 623; Victor, Arch. Hist,
I Berthier to Victor, dated 10th June, Guttstadt, 10 a.m.   The despatch is
given in full by Hoepfner (in. 627).   Berthier does not seem to have repeated
ws error of January by sending only one copy, for another reached Victor
safely.